[DATE]

The Honorable XXX

[Address of Member’s DC Office]

Dear Senator/Representative X:

I am writing to urge your support for continued funding of the Congressionally-Directed Medical Research Program (CDMRP) in Neurofibromatosis.
Neurofibromatosis (NF) is a common and severely debilitating disorder.  Occurring in 1-3,000 births (more than cystic fibrosis, Duchene muscular dystrophy and Huntington’s disease combined), NF causes the uncontrolled growth of tumors along the nervous system.  These tumors, most common in the brain and spine, can cause severe pain, deformity, deafness, blindness, cancer, and early mortality.  NF research has benefited thousands of military personnel, veterans, and their families, as well as over 100 million Americans at home, because it directly impacts the development of treatments for peripheral nerve regeneration after injury and brain trauma, furthers the development of imaging platforms, and has enhanced our understanding of nerve cells, their degeneration, and nerve pain.

[Include a couple sentences here about your personal connection to NF.]

The NF CDMRP has provided crucial funding for NF research through the Department of Defense since 1996.  Funding is awarded to leading researchers across the country through a rigorous peer-reviewed competitive grant process, ensuring that only the most promising research is funded.  The NF CDMRP funding has brought NF research to the commencement of clinical trials, and continued funding will translate these trials into effective treatments.  
The FY2012 House Defense Appropriations Bill included $12.8 million for the NF CDMRP.  I respectfully request that you support continued funding for this important medical research program and work to retain this funding level in Conference.  Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]

[Your Address]
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