[image: image3.png]Children’s
Tumordrd
Foundation™

Ending Neurofibromatosis Through Research




2012 Young Investigator Award (YIA)                          

Pre-application form
October 2011

Dear Colleagues:


The Children's Tumor Foundation (the Foundation) is focused on ending neurofibromatosis (NF) through research.  Since 1978 the Foundation has committed over $35M to NF research spanning from bench to bedside. Today our programs include Drug Discovery Initiative Awards, Clinical Research Awards, NF Clinic Network, a multi-site NF Preclinical Consortium and an NF Registry.  

The Young Investigator Award (YIA) is the Foundation’s longest running funding mechanism and remains a cornerstone of the Foundation’s research portfolio. For over 25 years, the YIA program has provided support for pre- and post-doctoral researchers pursuing careers in NF research. The YIA provides two years of salary for the Awardee (competitive with NIH standards per stage of training) and a $5,000 allowance over the life of the Award to support attendance at the Foundation’s annual NF Conference as well as other research conferences, training courses, etc. relevant to NF. 
YIA SALARY LEVELS INCREASED FOR 2012!

We are delighted to announce that all salary levels for 2012 have been significantly increased over 2011 levels!

Please see page 8 of this packet for details.

HOW TO APPLY FOR A 2012 YIA: IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT THE PROCESS

The 2012 YIA application process is in two stages:
1. YIA Pre-Application: All persons interested in submitting a YIA application MUST first submit a Pre-Application. Pre-Applications will be reviewed by the Foundations’ Research Advisory Board (RAB).  Based on this review, you will be notified whether or not you are invited to submit a Full Application.   
2. YIA Full Application: Only those who receive an invitation from CTF may submit a YIA Full Application. 

If you do not submit a Pre-Application you cannot submit of a Full Application.

Unsolicited Full Applications will be returned without review. 
YIA Eligibility – Who Can Apply?

1. Postdoctoral fellows up to 7 years after receipt of their first doctoral degree focused on NF and pursuing a career in NF research, OR
2. Exceptional pre-doctoral students pursuing projects focused on NF may apply.  Note: it is expected that pre-doctoral applicants will write the application independently, with only limited assistance from their mentor.

3. Research must be focused on an aspect of NF1, NF2 or schwannomatosis, which may include basic, translational or clinical research.
4. NOTE: Individuals holding a faculty position are not eligible to apply. 
2012 YIA Pre-Applications must be received by January 27th 2012.  Following review, invitation letters for Full Applications will be issued by February 24th, 2012. Full applications must be received by April 2th, 2012. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. We look forward to receiving your application.

Good luck!
Annette Bakker, Ph.D.

Senior VP Research & Development
212-344-6633 x223


abakker@ctf.org 
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2012 YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD PRE-APPLICATION 

A: APPLICANT INFORMATION
Applicant Name: 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Institution Name:      
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Title of Application:      
     

 FORMTEXT 
     
Resubmission:      
No  FORMCHECKBOX 


Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (if yes, please complete SECTION E)
Application Type (check one):
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pre-Doctoral
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post-Doctoral: give year _____

STIPEND AMOUNT REQUESTED:
Year 1: $     
Year 2: $     
Total (Yr 1 + Yr 2): $      
(refer to section V in guidelines below)

	Applicant Degree(s) & Field of Specialization:
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	Institution/University:
	 FORMTEXT 

     


	Applicant Email:
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	Sponsor Name:
	 FORMTEXT 

     

	Sponsor Email:
	 FORMTEXT 

     


DECLARATION BY APPLICANT:

I have read the YIA Request for Applications. I understand that if a Full Application is invited this is due by April 2, 2012, with no exceptions made. I assume responsibility for meeting this deadline if I am invited to submit a Full Application. 

_________________________________________


____________________ 
(APPLICANT - Please sign) 





 (Date)






B. RESEARCH FOCUS CHECKLIST
Check ALL boxes that apply: 

	Disorder
	Focus Area
	Study Type:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NF1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plexiform Neurofibroma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Human Genetics

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NF2
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Neurocutaneous Fibroma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Human Genomics

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Schwannomatosis
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Schwannoma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Genetic Mouse Models

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other________
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MPNST
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-mammalian Study Models

     (e.g. yeast, fly)

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Optic Glioma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Cell Lineage

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Acoustic Neuroma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Molecular Signaling Pathways

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Astrocytoma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Therapeutic Screening

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Meningioma
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Diagnostic Approaches

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CNS Tumors – other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clinical Pathology

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PNS Tumors – other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clinical Research

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bone Defects
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Imaging Technologies 

     (MRI, PET, etc.)

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 GISTs
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other _______________________

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pain Mechanisms/Management
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cardiovascular Defects
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cognition/Learning
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Blood Disorders
	

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other ____________________
	


C: LIST ALL COLLABORATORS WHO WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THIS PROJECT AT YOUR OWN AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS: (to ensure applications not assigned to collaborators for review)
      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

      Last, First Name:      
  


Institution/University:       

D: OUTLINE OF PROJECT:   *** Refer to Section II in Guidelines below for format*** 

E: ADDRESS PREVIOUS REVIEWER COMMENTS: *** Refer to Section II in Guidelines below for format*** - (To be completed only by applicants resubmitting a previously unfunded application). PLEASE LIMIT TO HALF A PAGE. 
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2012 YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD 
PRE-APPLICATION GUIDELINES

I. Applicant Eligibility

1. Applicant must be one of the following:
a. A postdoctoral fellow (MD, Ph.D. or equivalent advanced degree) but no more than 7 years past the completion of their first doctoral degree, OR
b. A graduate student pursuing their MD, Ph.D. or equivalent advanced degree

NOTE: Applications from individuals holding a faculty position will NOT be accepted. 
2. Applicant must be affiliated with the laboratory of a senior researcher who is the applicant’s research Sponsor and mentor. The Sponsor must offer a training environment conducive for the growth and education of an early NF career researcher. As part of the application, the Sponsor is asked to describe the intended training plan for the Applicant. 
3. NOTE: In a given year, more than one member of a Sponsor’s laboratory can apply for a YIA, but only one application per Sponsor’s laboratory per year will be funded. 
4. There are no citizenship requirements for this program. The Foundation seeks and welcomes applications from all qualified individuals worldwide. 
 

II. Preparing Project Outline

      The Project Outline must not exceed ONE page including figures (references/citations are not needed). 

It should succinctly convey the following:

· GOALS – What are the key aims of the study?  
· SIGNIFICANCE – Why is your proposed work important and how will it impact NF research?

· CAREER DEVELOPMENT – How did you become interested in NF research? What are the benefits offered to you by the laboratory/mentor with whom you have chosen to work on NF?

Please use 12 point Arial font. Applications not adhering to this stipulation will not be reviewed. 
III. Important Note on Application  Language and Content Source 

The YIA application should be comprised of original content, and authored by the Applicant.  Please note that the reuse or recycling of verbatim language and/or content from a prior or currently pending grant application (submitted either to CTF or to another agency or Foundation), or from a published paper or submitted manuscript, is not acceptable.   If such reuse or recycling of verbatim language and/or content is identified, this will result in the immediate ejection of the YIA application from the review process. The only exception to this is for description of Methods used; in cases where those methods are widely used operating procedures, where recycling of language may be hard to avoid.

IV. Special Note for Resubmitted Applications

If your application was submitted in the past and not funded, you are required to acknowledge this on Page 1. You must complete Section E to:

a) Summarize the concerns/reasons presented when your Application was not funded following prior review, and
b) Provide a response or rebuttal to the critique you received.  



Section E should not exceed HALF A PAGE.

V. Stipend Levels
	Level of Training

At time of application
	Maximum Amount

Eligible to Request Year 1 (salary + fringe/indirect costs)

	Maximum Amount Eligible to Request Year 2 (salary + fringe/indirect costs)

	Check ONE:

	Pre-Doctoral
	  $32,000*
	  $32,000*
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2010 Graduate
	$41,500
	$44,000
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	1 Year Post-Doc
	$44,000
	$46,500
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2 Year Post-Doc
	$46,500
	$49,000
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3 Year Post-Doc
	$49,000
	$51,500
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4 Year Post-Doc
	$51,500
	 $54,000
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5 - 7 Years Post-Doc
	    $54,000**
	     $54,000**
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



   Note: * Pre-doctoral awardees receive a flat rate of $32K per year.  
           **5-7 year awardees receive the maximum amount of the YIA- $54,000 in both years
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Special Note for Federal Employees (e.g. NIH intramural researchers)


For all of our funding awards, the Children’s Tumor Foundation requires the CTF Patent Policy (attached in Appendix) to be signed by all awardees and recipient institutions. The Children’s Tumor Foundation has been advised that the National Institutes of Health are prohibited by congressionally enacted federal law from accepting the terms of the CTF Patent Policy. As a result, we advise any federal employees (such as NIH intramural researchers) to consult with their institutional or agency office of policy/intellectual property before submitting an application for this or any other Children’s Tumor Foundation funding program.
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