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Announcing the formation of the new European-based medical research NGO, called 
Children’s Tumor Foundation Europe, a partner of the United States based Children’s 
Tumor Foundation (CTF).

Founded in 1978, CTF (HQ in New York City) is the largest nongovernmental funder 
and catalyzer of neurofibromatosis (NF) research in the world, with its mission to drive 
research, expand knowledge, and advance care for the NF community. NF affects 1 in 
3,000 births and impacts all populations, genders, and ethnicities equally, meaning that 
NF affects about 250,000 Europeans, or over 2.5 million people worldwide. NF causes 
tumors to grow on nerves throughout the body and can lead to blindness, deafness,
bone abnormalities, disfigurement, learning disabilities, disabling pain, and cancer. 

Over the past 40 years, CTF has always funded the best and brightest research no matter 
where the research is carried out. Many European laboratories and clinicians have benefited 
from CTF funding over time. As a research catalyzer, CTF organizes the largest international
 NF meeting in the world. And, in the 40th anniversary year, CTF has partnered with the
 European NF groups to organize the first global NF conference in Paris in November. 

There is no cure yet – but Children’s Tumor Foundation research is making great progress, 
including encouraging clinical trial results for selumetinib, which recently received orphan 
drug status from both the European Medicines Agency and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, and likely will be the first ever approved drug for NF. The Children’s Tumor 
Foundation is also the NF package lead for the new European Innovative Medicines Initiative
 (IMI) call focused on patient-centric drug development. The focus of Children’s Tumor 
Foundation Europe will be to further build out relationships with the European agencies 
while maintaining its commitment to funding and driving innovative research worldwide that
 will result in effective treatments for NF.

We envision a day when NF patients can live their lives free of the pain and difficulties 
that come with NF, and that day is on the horizon because of CTF’s innovative team-based
 approach to drug development. By bringing together the best and brightest minds in 
Europe, the United States, and around the world, we will advance cures not just for NF 
but other rare diseases as well. Join us as we revolutionize how treatments are developed 
for those who need them most.

NF KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES, and NEITHER DOES THE FIGHT TO END NF.
JOIN US AS WE LAUNCH THIS NEW PHASE IN NF RESEARCH ACROSS THE GLOBE.

Announcing the Inaugural reception for the 
launch of Children’s Tumor Foundation Europe


